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VISIT OUR BOOTH

INTERNATIONAL PLOWING MATCH
SEPT. 21¢ - 25™

ADJACENT TO HULLY GULLY
Lots 37-38 - Fifth St. near Hydro One Ave.

“4Quick and sporty character that makes it really fun to drive.”’ “If you are looking for a real bang for your buck, the SX4 fits the bill.”

= Lesley Wimbush, Toronto Sun SAVE Glcbe and Mail
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2010 SXi HATCHBACK FWD SHOWN

2010 GRAND VITARA CASH 2010 SX& HATCHBACK FD
Air conditioning, Power package, 2.4L DOHC engine w/VVT, : Air conditioning, power package, 2.0L DOHC engine w/VVT,
& Mode 4WD, AM/FM/CD/MP3 player, steering wheel mounted Am/FM/CD/MP3 player, power mirrors (heated), roof rails,
audio controls, cruise, SmartPass 16" alloy wheels, 6 airbags i
£4Works Hard. Plays Harder.”” - {*You get a lot more than you expect for a lot less than you expect.”

- Graeme Flatcher, Motoring TV

W Al 20,905 ) 54500
Air Conditioning, Power Package, 4.0L DOHC, 4WD with 2-speed CASH Air conditioning, power package, 2.0L DOHC engine
transfer, Hill Start Assist (HAS) & Hill Descent Control (HDC), ! w/VVT, AM/FM/CD/MP3 player, ABS with EBD, 6 airbags,
6 airbags, ABS with EBD intermittent wipers

2010 SX& SEDAN

Celabrating 40 Years of Tumlng Dreams into Reality. \nsit our booth for your chanca to wln the Ultimate Toy of your Dreams.

ultimatesuzuki.com

~ A COLLINS FAMILY STORY ~ WHAR"':I.“:I:E AT SﬂllTIIDALE |.0N|10H b .

UrtiMaTE Suzuki  1.866.251.6005 -=-

CONSUMERS SHOULD READ THE FOLLOWING: Al Clearance Offers include delivery & destination, $100 air cond. tax, $30. emvironmental levy, $5. OMVIC fee and customer cash incantive. Offers do notinclude applicabl
Vehicles may not be exactly as shown. Limited time offers are subject to change without notice. Customer Cash Incentives cannot be combined with special finance offers. See your sales consultant for complete details:

taxes, licence, registration and
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Plowing
Match
mascot
gives
greeting

Elly, the mascol for
the 2010 International
Plowing Match, greets
Barbara Downer
earlier this year at
the Clovermead Bee
Adventure Farm near
Aylmer. Elly was hand-
ing out bookmarks
and other souvenirs
inviting people to this
year's IPM, which
will be held Sept. 21
to 25 just east of St.
Thomas.

Patrick Bronnan

QM1 Agency

huntin
%"; hlgher glelds

o NINAGH 2012 Sl

S San;le "pthsnmzz:émns -
-— your er or ce :

- Financing Available
— No Payments until March 2012

Don Miller lona Station ~ 519-764-2854 = Brad Gosnell Muirkirk 519-678-3808
Mark Phillips Blenheim 519-676-5184 | Jules Dewulf Bothwell 519-695-6118
Dave & Dan Modde Wallaceburg  519-677-5534 | Tom Bechard Dover 519-809-4608
Leroy Bryan Granton §19-225-2162 | Carl Vance Waterloo 519-884-4892
Donkers Agri St. Mary's 519-349-2502 PJ Seeds Watford 519-849-5428
6 & L Watson Tilbury 519-682-2114 | Avon Feed Mill  Avon 519-269-3968
Byrne Bros Essex 519-991-4027 James McNichol  Blyth 519-523-4309
Lyte Hall Essex 519-776-6073 | Carl Bolton Dublin 519-525-6403
Recker Seeds Inc. Wheatiey 519-825-4025 Rhett Butler Arthur 519-846-2971
George & Joe Dickenson Sarnia  518-344-7838 | lbra Martin Linwood 519-698-9964
Decook Seed Sales Kingsville 519-692-3665 | George Iweps Brussels 519-887-6605
Murray Sharp Florence 519-692-3665 | NKen Bassindale  Selkirk 519-776-2903
- e Andre-Lea Farms St Thomas ~ 519-631-6454 | Frank Santavy Blenheim 519-350-2823
Jim McCart Thamesville  519-692-5242 | Guss Pasut Bothwell 519-695-5413
1 -800—449-3990 Steve Mills Wheatley 519-825-7708 David Duquette Merlin 519-359-1259

Scott McAllister  Highgate 518-678-3988 | MarvinEberle  Glencoe 519-401
WWW.Gountfﬂarmseeds.com Adam McMurphy  Oil Springs ~ 519-384-8235 | BrysnTwiss Fergus m-u.z

Mike & Pat Zavits Melbourne  §19-289-2128 ' Grant Watson . B19-359-T146
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We have been selling, installing and
distributing metal roofing to contractors and
home owners for over 25 years in Ontario...

WITH NO GAMES
40 GIMMICKS JUST THE FA il S

Free Estimates

e Large Variey of
Colours & Styles

« Self - Ventilating s -

» Fire Resistant ——

© 200 km/hr Wind [ ~_£27
Warranted e

o U,,f to 2-12”
ailstone Impact —
Resistant S i A

THE ELEGANCE OF WOOD SHAKE

WE’LL BE AT THE MATCH! « VISIT US AT BOOTH #1B23.

Visit Our Website forAnswers, Quotes, Photos & Testimonials Call us Toll Free

www.metalroofoutlet.com 1-800-366-0620
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Excitement building for 2010 IPM

JOHN PHAIR
Today's Farmer

As the tented city emerges on the ho-
rizon just outside the City of St. Thomas,
one can feel the anticipation and excite-
ment building in the air as a plethora of
committees and volunteers are making
the final preparations for the Elgin-St.
Thomas International Plowing Match
and Farm Machinery Show, which will
be held from Tuesday, Sept. 21 to Sunday,
Sept. 26,

1PM 2010 chairperson Duncan McPhail
says that for he and wife Norma, along
with a throng of dedicated volunteers,
the event lias become all-consuming.

“It's really become a full-time job for
many of us and it's exciting to watch it
mature,” McPhail says.

“To a lot of us this group has become
family, We have worked so closely to-
gether now we tend to know each other's
likes and dislikes; we know each other's
immediate families and things like
when their birthdays and anniversaries

ltstumed into a very tight-knit

!lePhlli. the former of West

mayor
Elgin, adds that many of the TPM 2010
volunteers will continue to be life-long
frignds, and he suggests that their in-
volvement in the event will lead to them
taking on other community projects in
tho future,

it makes you e what it's rn!ly
all about, It's about everyone drawing
together and doing something to benefit
the entire community, * he said.

McPhail eredits his wife, Norma, for
much of his success thus far.

“She didn't take on an official position
other than my constant companion but
ia very interested in the event's success,”
he said, adding that she officially retired
from her full-time job in Dec. to so she
could be fully Invohred inthe 2010 [PM.

“She gets in the pickup each morning
and we travel together to anything and
everything. | really appreciate the fact
that we enjoy each other's company.”

MePhail notes that Norma often reads
things in a meeting much better than he
does and often pucks up on little things
that he doesn't.

“Sometimes when you are so close to
things you really don't see the whole
picture and she is really good a reading
body language and the feeling in the
room," McPhail says.

“S0 many times on the way home from
a meeting I have to ask her what really
happened.”

McPhail says he's been blessed with
a large and diverse group of volunteers
with a wide range of talents, which
becomes obvious when one looks at the
new and innovative events scheduled for
this year's event.

And as that group heads down to open-
ing day on Tuesday, Sept. 21, the enthusi-
asm of this group hasn't waned.

“We held a fish fry for our volunteers
recently that we called the “Final Lap,”
he

SAYS.
“It was kind of a pep rally and we fed
530 people. It was one of the most won-

derful nights we have ever had, there
was lots of enthusiasm, lots of music
and people, it just doesn't get any better
than that.”

McPhail suggests that entries for both
exhibitors and plowing competitors for
this year's match are near capacity, with
plowmen expected from Europe, the US.
and other countries.

“If will truly be an international
event,” he says, adding that one of the
unique aspects of an [PM is that it's the
one event where you will see people
from the county interacting with their
urban counter parts in working toward
A common cause,

He stresses that this year's event is
the and St. Thomas International
Plowing Match, emphasizing the inclu-
sion of the City of 5t. Thomas.

“We have some really fantastic people
on our committees, as well as some ter-
rific sponsors and they are the backbone
of the whole thing.

“That experience of working with
people carries on to other events that
will be held in the future. It's a wonder-
ful character-building opportunity for
people to be involved and at the same
time have some fun.”

McPhail says that with 35 to 40 eom-
mittees, each with five to six members,
lhe event involves mnrelhnn 200 official

s as well as hundreds more who
have contributed to the event.

“Some volunteers come out for a

day and others have been with us sev-
eral years, and they're all important,”
he says.
McPhail notes that the International
Plowing Match is not something new
to Elgin County, pointing out that the
county has held the event on three dif-
ferent occasions: first in 1940, again in
1960, in 1985 and now in 2010.

He added that being host for an [PM

definitely a long-term commitment.
been working on this for four

years now and sometimes I have to look

haclc and say, boy, we've come a long

McPhuil notes that when he was set-
ting up his committee system he took
that advise of Dave Shearer, the chair
of the Perth IPM in 2005, who advised
him to involve people he had worked
with in the past and make them his
vice-chairs.

To that end he appointed three co-
chairs: Donna Lunn, Rien Van Brenk
and Bill Walters, each with responsibili-
ties for a number of committees under
them.

MePhail sald the plan was to allow
those vice-chairs to appoint people to
head the various committees under
them with people they had worked with
in the past and then allow those com-
mittee chairs to populate their groups
with people they too has worked with

in the past.

“We basically built a hierarchy of
people who were comfortable with work-
Ing with each other. They not only work
well together, they have fun as well,” he
says, adding that the system has proved
to be very effective.

Among the new and interesting things
happening at this year’s event is a pro-
gram that will formally recognize the
contribution women have and continue
to make to agriculture,

“The contribution women make today
18 much more than the work they do on
the farm,

“Many women today have taken jobs
off the farm to help support their family's
farm operation.”

McPhail points out as well that former
plowing matches have always adopted a
mascot with a male name, but this year
Elgin's mascot is a female named Ely.

As well, 2 major theme at this year's
match will encompass the concept of
local food.

“Our committees are working very
hard to expand the educational compo-
nent from an agricultural perspective,”
says McPhail, adding that people want to
learn about where their food comes from
and Elgin's buy fresh, eat local concept
provides an opportunity to promote the
area's broad and diverse agricultural
base,

He says that part of this year's plowing

John Phair/Today's Farmer
Duncan McPhail, with his wife Norma, is the chairperson for the 2010 IPM in Elgin County. Planning for the event has been lll-:onsummg he says, and has be-
come almost like a full-time job for most of the dedicated volunteers.

mateh will be held on land owned by the
St. Thomas Municipal Airport and among
the new and unique features this year
will be the opportunity for flying farmers
to fly their planes on site and be provided
with a place to park them while they visit
the match.

McPhail says this year's match will
also feature a large antique class headed
up by well-known area farmer Tom
Bradish.

“The antique class has become a huge
hobby and within 100-mile radius of the
site are hundreds of antique enthusi-
asts,” says McPhail,

“We are looking forward to a very re-
spectable showing in the class.”

Another interesting twist to this year's
program will be the H0th anniversary of
the Queen of the Furrow competition,
which began at the Elgin County [PM
in 1960,

“The very first Queen of the Furrow
was from Elgin County and will be on
site for this celebration.”

McPhail says there will definitely be
something for all ages and walks of life
at this year's event,

“Everyone involved in the Elgin-St.
Thomas IPM shares the same motiva-
tion.

“We want to showcase our community
and welcome people from all over On-
tario and across the world.”
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Sparling is Queen of the Furrow

Today's Farmer

Melissa Sparling of Varna, Ont.,
in Huron County, is the reigning
Queen of the Furrow for 2010, and
is looking forward to travelling
around the province as a represen-
tative for the Ontario Plowmen'’s
Association,

Sparling will be in attendance
at the 2010 International Plowing
Match in Elgin County where,
coincidentally, the first Queen of
the Furrow was crowned 50 years
ago, in 1960.

Sparling is in her second year of
post-secondary education, in the
Horticulture Technician program

at Fanshawe College in London.

She also works part-time as a
work study student, performing
a wide variety of tasks in the
greenhouse,

Upon completion of the hor-
ticulture program at Fanshawe,
Sparling plans to attend Olds

Plowing Match and Rural Expo in
Temiskaming.
Sparling has spent the past 10

years as an active 4-H member of

the local dairy club, along with tak-

ing part in many life skills clubs.
She has been a junior leader

helping younger members meld

College in Alberta to complete into the 4-H program,
her applied degree in greenhouse This year she looks forward to
production. becoming a 4-H leader as her many

Sparling was raised on a Jersey
dairy farm, Jaspar Jerseys, just
south of Varna.

She represented the Huron
County Plowmen’s Association
when she was crowned in Sep-
tember 2008 at the International

years as a member have come to
end, she is now ready to give back
to the program,

Sparling has also been instru-
mental in forming the Huron
Junior Farmers Club,

Melissa Sparling of Huron is the reigning Queen of the Furrow.

Aspmng Queens of the Furrow compete

IPM's quilt exhibition
showcases hobby's growth

SUN MEDIA
Published by Sun Media
Corporation, a Quebecor
Media Company
Canadian Publications
Mail Product Sales
Agreement
Number 0381640
Today's Farmer is
published bi-weekly.
Copies are delivered free
to rural homes in Essex,
Chatham-Kent,Lambton,
Middlesex and Elgin
counties.
Advertising deadlines are
Monday at noon, previous
to the publication date;
and Fridayat5 p.m. if a
proofis required. Liability QmMi Agency
for errors and
ml.lmludm:::;;:f These are not quilts your
FPecE oockp great grandmother used to talk
advertising. about.

That's not to imply quilts from
indays Birtherda proteck one generation or the other are
dzomm"hﬂf" better, but things have changed

,"‘mlm“'“",,i . dramatically in the way today's
the written consentofthe | Quilis are planned.
publisher. Reproduction Organizers at the 2010
without consent may International Plowing Match
result in legal action. Quilt Competition Show held a
display at the Keystone Complex
in May.

There were 80 quilts hanging

— enough to cover the floor of
the hall — hung in custom-built

display frames, borrowed for

the event. said.

Pat Palmer, a member of the While many Ontario commu-
2010 IPM Quilt Committee,says  nities have primarily church-
those were the quilts that have  based quilting groups, finished
been entered and judged for products entered in the IPM
the IPM. They will be on display  event would have been created
when the plowing match opens by individuals or teams of two,
in September. Palmer said.

“All of these quilts have sewn Shows like this are an indicator
since 2008," she said. quilting is making a return as a

There were 18 categories sought-after hobby, Palmer said.
available to entrants who de- “The interest in quilting is
cided to submit a quilt. really growing,” she said.

“They're from all over On- A typical quilt has an invest-
tario,” Palmer said. ment of $300 to $400 in materi-

Quilts entered at this level als and may be produced with
are likely from the most skilled  specialized sewing equipment
sewers, since the standards for  that speeds up the assembly

judging are very high, Palmer

Process.

Today's Farmer

Contestants for the 2008-10 Queen of the Furrow
competition include:

Jennifer Charlton, representing Brant Six Na-
tions; Tammy Fischer, Bruce County; Amber Reid,
Elgin County; Amanda Moore, Essex County, Linay
Repath, Frontenac (Wolfe Island); Hayleigh Kog-
gel, Glengarry County; Amy McKinley, Grenville
County; Charlotte Curley, Grey (Keppel-Sarawak);
Justine Lennox, Grey (Normanby); Dana Bell,
Grey (North); Emily MeIntee, Haldimand County;
Smantha Bawden-Miller, Halidman-Oneida; Natalie

- Doornbos, Hastings County; StaceyReingma, Huron
County; Eveliene Kusters, Lambton County; Heather
Ferrier, Lanark County; Mackenna Roth, Middlesex
County; Bailey Gould, Northumberland County;
Avaleigh Eastman, Ottawa-Carleton; Heidi Lamb,
Oxford County; Alex Hesney, Oxford Blenheim;
Meghan Van Kampen, Peel-Dufferin; Brittany Groul,
Perth County; Ashley Calder, Peterborough; Amanda
Laurett, Region of Durham; Bridget Graham, Ren-
frew County; Janessa Wardlaw, Simcoe County;
Kelsey Smith, Stormont County; Stephanie Lacha-
pelle, Temiskaming; Candice Ridler, Thunder Bay;
Katherine Clyne, Wellington County; Sarah Seroski,
Wentworth South; Sarah Mount, York Region.
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At BDO, we think beyond the numbers to help you transform your business. Like you, we roll up our sleeves and get
involved to make things happen. With innovative ideas and new strategies, we'll help you build your business better,
faster, and smarter. Tap into the power of your potential. Choose a partner who sees things differently. www.bdo.ca
505 Park Rd. N 231 Shearson Cresc. 155 Thomes St. 186 Hurontario St., Suite
Unit 1 519.653.7126 519.354.1560 705.445.4421
519.759.8320
Exeter Guelph Hanover
Essex 145 Thomes Rd. W. 521 Woolwich St. 485 10th Street
180 Talbot Street South Unit 2 519.824.5410 519.364.3790
519.776.6488 519.235.0281 Lo Mitchell
ondon che
Kincardine Kitchener/Waterloo 252 Pall Mall St. Station Park, 11 Victoria Street
970 Queen Street 150 Caroline St. 5 Suite 201  gyite 201 519.348.8412
519.396.3425 519.576.5220 519.672.8940
Petrolia
Mount Forest Orangeville Owen Sound 4495 Petrolia Line
191 Main Street South 77 Broadway Avenue, 2nd FIr. 1717 2nd Avenue East 519.882.3333
519.323.2351 519.941.0681 519.376.6110 Stratford
tratfo
Port Elgin Ridgetown Sarnia 380 Hibernia Street
625 Mill Street 211 Main Street East 250 Christina Street North  519,271.2491
519.832.2049 519.674.5418 519.336.9900
Windsor
Strathroy Walkerton Wiarton 3630 Rhodes Drive
R. R. 5, 28636 Centre Road 121 Jackson Street 663 Berford Street 519.944.6900
519.245.1913 519.881.1211 519.534.1520 Cad
Wingham Woodstock
152 Josephine Street 94 Graham Street BDO
519.357.3231 519.539.2081 BD Chartered Accountants
Assurance | Accounting | Taxation | Advisory Services and Advisors




8 - Today's Farmer

International Plowing Match/Elgin County/Sept. 21 to Sept. 25

Tuesday, Sept. 14,2010

John Phair/Today's Farmer

Joan Winfield (left) and Doreen Wilson have a good thing cooking. The duo are co-chairs of the International Plowing Match’s Cookbook Committee, which has published a cookbook that showcases the
best recipes available in Elgin County.

Cookbooks among IPM's traditions

JOHN PHAIR
Today's Farmer

The good old-fashioned
cookbook is one of the oldest
and endearing traditions of the
International Plowing Match,
and in Elgin County this year that
tradition will continue.

Joan Winfield and Doreen
Wilson are co-chairs of the IPM
Cookbook Committee and with
their combined professional
backgrounds make a dynamic
duo in that position.

Winfield is a professional home
economist and food writer while
Wilson is a registered dietitian.

The two worked together on
the cookbook committee when
the IPM was last held in Elgin
County in 1985.

“When I was asked to chair the
Cookbook Committee I immedi-

& janted Doreen as

\ says Winfield, who
adds that the two of them have
béen working on the committee
for about two years.

“It's been a lot of fun and
we've been to a lot of places and
been welcomed, so we are quite
excited about this cookbook,"

she says.

Winfield notes that this year's
cookbook is titled “Flavours of
Elgin" and contains local recipes
gathered from IPM chairs, local
dignitaries, farm-gate businesses,
home economists and dietitians
as well as recipes from local
wineries and at least one brewery
from within Eigin County.

“The cookbook is one of the
IPM's oldest traditions but in this
book we really wanted to empha-
size local food in this one."

“In our letters soliciting reci-
peswe really emphasized that we
wanted local recipes for locally-
grown food.”

Winfield says her committee
has actually been working on the
cookbook for about two years but
notes that she's been a profes-
siona] food writer for many years
and knows by experience that
it takes about nine months to
develop a cookbook from concept
to completion.

Wilson notes that the book also
contains the IPM's own signa-
ture recipe, which is cornmeal
muffins,

That recipe proved to be so
popular that, along with sell-

ing cookbooks, the committee
decided to make and market it's
own cornmeal muffin mix as a
fund raiser.

The muffin mix is packaged
in plastic bags with Elly, the
IPM mascot emblazoned on the
package.

“In addition, every bag comes
with a kitchen toy, similar to
getting a toy with a McDonald's
meal,” says Wilson.

To date the committee has sold
about 5,000 of the cookbooks,
mostly on consignment at various
Elgin County businesses.

They still have another 2,500
books to sell, which will be mar-
keted through the IPM, notably in
the Rural Lifestyles Tent as well
as in all the information booths
near the exits of the plowing
match.

“That way if you don't want to
carry a cookbook around with you
all day, you can buy one on the
way out,” she says.

Winfield notes that because
Doreen is a certified dietitian,
little nutritional tips are added
throughout the book.

“People often like cookbooks
because they are a good read, so

we tried to make it interesting
with little tips and hints from
Elly.

“Even if they don't try the rec-
ipe, they might find a little hint
that will be useful to them”

An example of a little tip in the
book is: “If you microwave squash
for a minute, it will be easier to

cube.”

Winfield says one group that
worked on the book extensively
was the Port Stanley Lionesses.

“They are main group of
volunteers and have worked ex-
tensively to promote the book,”
she says:

She notes that the recipes in

the IPM cookbook are exactly the
same as in the Commemorative
Cookbook that will be distributed
among women visiting the IPM in
recognition of women's contribu-
tion to agriculture.

Winfield says the commemora-
tive books are more intricately
bound but not for sale.

Bev Shipley, MP

Lambton-Kent-Middlesex

Congratulations to the Ontario Plowmen's
Association and all the organizers and the

exhibitors at the 2010 International Plowing Match
in Elgin County.
Best wishes for a successful march!

Unit 5, 21 Arnold St.,
Wallaceburg, ON N8A 3P3
Tues., Wed., & Fri.

9 am - noon & 1 pm - 4pm
Ph: 519-627-4899 Fax: 519-627-4635
Toll Free: 1-800-585-2640

PO. Box 141, 380 Albert St.,
Strathroy, ON N7G 3J1
Mon. - Fri. 9 am - noon & 1pm - 4pm
Ph: 519-245-6561 Fax: 519-245-6736
Toll Free: 1-800-586-4614
Email: shiplo@parl.gc.ca
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Harry Mezenberg is the 2010
chair of the IPM Tented City
and when we dropped in on him
Aug. 30 he noted that tents and
buildings were going up every
day and they were just 21 days
from opening.

With the excitement in the
air palpable, the former reeve
of Aldborough Township (now
West Flgin) and former Warden
of Elgin County (1096-97) was
clearly enjoying the prospects of
his creation coming together.

“Tented City is about the same
size and layout as other years,
about 100 acres,” he said.

However, he says he thinks
there may be an increase in
exhibitors this year, noting that
while there were more than 400
exhibitors registered, many have
more than one tent or site.

“The agriculture and com-
mercial tents, for example, could
have more than 10 exhibitors
organizations in them, so there
really could be 600 to 800 exhibi-
tors in total,” he says.

He notes that last year's
plowing match featured a lot of
exhibits from mining and forestry
companies due to its location in
Northern Ontario.

“We don't have that so much

/

/
HARRY MEZENBERG
Heads up Tented City committee

here, it's more agricultural this
year and tends to be a bit more
local,” he said,

Mezenberg noted that he
and [PM chair Duncan McPhail
served on municipal council
together for many years and had
always worked well together.

“Duncan was my deputy-reeve
when | was reeve of Aldborough
Township,” he said.

“When Duncan became chair of
the IPM he approached me about
taking on the chairmanship of
Tented City," he said,

He said one of his biggest chal-
lenges was getting the perimeter
fence and posts up around the
site.
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“That was a huge job, the entire
site must be fenced on the perim-
eter with posts and snow fence to
ensure the site s secure," he said,
adding that there are 13 gates on
the periphery of the site that will
be locked each night.

He notes that another major
challenge this summer has been
keeping the alfalfa (which is re-
quired by regulation) trimmed,

“It's been such a lush growing
year, it's been an almost steady
Jjob keeping up with it,” he said.

Mezenberg, who recently re-
tired from farming after 40 years
of cash cropping, says, with the
help of about 12 on his commit-
tee, he's enjoying the challenge
of over seeing one of the most
important projects on site.

He notes that he also draws
upon the Rodney Rotary Club for
additional labour when needed.

“They can supply me with
another 10 people when 1 need
them,” he said.

He notes that the Elgin-St,
Thomas [PM plans to redistribute
any profit it makes on the match
among the various service clubs
and organizations around the
county.

“When the plowing match in
Teeswater was left with a profit
their organizations were paid at
a rate of $10 per hour for their
labor,” he said.

Hopefully, we will also have
something left over for our com-
munities. The decision was made
that it would all go back into
the local community projects .
.. it's a way of distributing the
profit back to the communities
that were good enough to help
us out.”

He notes that he has never been
a competitive plowman himself,
In fact, he noted ironically, that
he hadn’t plowed since 1978,

] practised conservation till-

age and no-till," he says, adding
a chuckle.

Mezenberg notes that the
site was completely staked out,
waving his arm across a vista of
white, wooden stakes methodi-
cally driven into the ground as
far as the eye could see.

“Everywhere you see a stake in
the ground, there will be an ex-
hibitor, wither it's a food vendor
or a whatever and they all have
to come in here within the next
two weeks," he says, adding that

-
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every day the site changes with
more people, tents and buildings
arriving every day.

He adds that he and his com-
mittee were working on a system
to help direct the arriving exhibi-
tors to their sites without having
them drive helter-skelter all over
the site.

“It's an awful lot of people to
get headed in the right direction
but we'll get it done,” he says.

Editor's note: Photo is from the
2003 IPM near Oltawa.

Pat Davidson, MP
Sarnia-Lambton

Congratulations to
Elgin County for hosting the 2010
International Plowing Match!

1000 Finch Drive, Sarnia
(corner of Finch & Wellington)
519-383-6600
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